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Preschool Teacher Education through Musical Theater Practice
Co-created with Children
—An Analysis of Students' Observation Records and Reflective Writings—

Yuki TAKAHASHI
Department of Early Childhood Education, Toyama College of Welfare Science

Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to examine how participation in a musical theater project collabora-
tively created by junior-college students and senior kindergarten children from an affiliated kindergar-
ten influenced university students' understanding of children and their perspectives on educational
support and learning environments.

The participants were thirteen students belonging to the music seminar in the Department of Early
Childhood Education at a junior college. Qualitative data were collected from observation records writ-
ten during activities with the children and reflective writings, completed after the project, were ana-
lyzed descriptively.

The findings revealed that the students recognized children's development from multiple perspec-
tives, including changes in singing, physical expression, confidence, enjoyment, and interaction with
peers and university students. The students also interpreted these changes in relation to repeated par-
ticipation in the activities, interaction with others, and the learning environment, including the use of
costumes. Through continuous observation and reflection while collaboratively creating a musical the-
ater performance with the children, the students developed a deeper understanding of children's devel-
opmental processes and of the appropriate educational support and learning environment arrange-
ments that respond to individual children's needs.

These findings suggest that engaging university students in collaborative creative activities with
young children, together with continuous observation and reflective practice, provides valuable oppor-
tunities for prospective preschool teachers to consider individualized educational support and learning
environment arrangements based on children's development.

Keywords: musical theater, preschool teacher education, childcare practice, expressive activities,
collaboration between a teacher education institution and an affiliated kindergarten
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